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This, then, will be our justification for the limitations of those two forms. It may be still further strengthened, perhaps, by a psychological fact which many people must have noted. We actually understand life more fully when we see it as a vision predominantly in time or in space than when we see it in both equally, as we normally do. There are moments when we appear to catch a glimpse of all our actions, their causes, their results, their whole sequence through time, in one flash. There are others, when we are conscious that all our conduct is typical, that we respond as other people do, and that our feelings and our conduct are like theirs. These two experiences are distinguished from the normal in seeming more intense and in seeming more complete, They are the moments which are given permanence in the dramatic and the character novel respectively; they are perfectly distinct; we can never have them at the same time. They are more complete than our other moments, because we can see life in perspective, we can see it whole, with a design and a significance, seeing it in time, or seeing it in space, but not seeing it in both at the same moment. In the mere process of living